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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Claims 

Applicants' after final amendment and response filed on July 05, 2005 is acknowledged. 
Claims 1-13, 22 and 29 have been canceled. Claims 14 and 24 have been amended. Claims 22 
and 29 have been withdrawn. Therefore, claims 14-21 and 23-28 are currently pending and are 
under examination. 

Response to Amendments and Remarks 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, first paragraph 

Claims 30-33 are canceled thereby rendering the rejection moot. Rejection of claims 1, 4- 
14 and 19 are withdrawn in view of amendment to claims 1,4, 13, 14 and 19. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, first paragraph 

Claim 30 is canceled thereby rendering the rejection moot. Rejection of claims 14, 24 

■ 

and dependent claims 15-21, 23, 25-28 and 31-33 are withdrawn in view of amendment to claims 
14 and 24. " 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Susan Lingenfelter on July 20, 2005. 
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The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 
Cancel claims 14-29 and add the following new claims. 

Claim 34 (New). A method for screening for inhibitors of binding between an ss3939 
polypeptide and a binding partner of said ss3939 polypeptide, the method comprising: 

a) providing an isolated soluble ss3939 polypeptide comprising the amino acid sequence 
selected from the group consisting of amino acids 22 through 227 of SEQ ID NO: 2, amino acids 
24 through 227 of SEQ ID NO:2, and amino acids 25 through 227 of SEQ ID NO:2; 

b) bringing said isolated soluble ss3939 polypeptide into contact with human umbilical vein 
endothelial cells in the presence of and in the absence of a test compound, wherein the binding 
partner of said ss3939 polypeptide is expressed by human umbilical vein endothelial cells, and 
wherein said isolated soluble ss3939 polypeptide binds to human umbilical vein endothelial 
cells; and 

c) determining if the binding of ss3939 to the human umbilical vein endothelial cells is 
inhibited by the test compound. 

Claim 35 (New). The method of claim 34 wherein the binding partner of the ss3939 
polypeptide comprises one or more polysaccharide moieties. 

Claim 36 (New). The method of claim 34 wherein the soluble polypeptide comprises the 
amino acid sequence of amino acids 22 through 227 of SEQ ID NO: 2. 
Claim 37 (New). The method of claim 34 wherein the soluble polypeptide is an oligomer. 
Claim 38 (New). The method of claim 37 wherein the soluble polypeptide is a dimer. 
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Claim 39 (New). The method of claim 34 wherein the soluble polypeptide comprises an Fc 
polypeptide. 

Claim 40 (New). The method of claim 34 wherein the soluble polypeptide comprises a 
leucine zipper. 

Claim 41 (New). The method of claim 34 wherein the method comprises providing the 
polypeptide in vitro. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record does not teach or suggest a method for screening for inhibitors of 
binding between an ss3939 polypeptide and a binding partner of said ss3939 polypeptide, 
the method comprising: 

a) providing an isolated soluble ss3939 polypeptide comprising the amino acid sequence 

selected from the group consisting of amino acids 22 through 227 of SEQ ID NO: 2, amino acids 
24 through 227 of SEQ ID NO: 2, and amino acids 25 through 227 of SEQ ID NO: 2; 

b) bringing said isolated soluble ss3939 polypeptide into contact with human umbilical vein 
endothelial cells in the presence of and in the absence of a test compound, wherein the binding 
partner of said ss3939 polypeptide is expressed by human umbilical vein endothelial cells, and 
wherein said isolated soluble ss3939 polypeptide binds to human umbilical vein endothelial 
cells; and 

c) determining if the binding of ss3939 to the human umbilical vein endothelial cells is 
inhibited by the test compound. 

Therefore the claims are allowable over the art of record. . 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Claims 34-41 are allowed. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Rita Mitra whose telephone number is (571) 272-0954. The 
Examiner can normally be reached from 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on weekdays. If attempts to 
reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Dr. Jon Weber, 
can be reached at (571) 272-0925. Papers related to this application may be submitted to 
Technology Center 1600 by facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to Technology 
Center 1 600 via the PTO Fax Center. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notice 
published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The Fax Center number is 
(703) 872-9306. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-0547. 

Rita Mitra, Ph.D. 
July 22, 2005 





JON WEBER 
ERV1SORY PATENT EXAMINER 



